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leading French Generals with whom I was
brought into contact, including Joffre, Foch,
and Petain, showed, in manner if not in actual
words, that they intensely disliked the project
from the start and would be glad to see the end
of it."
A majority of the Cabinet held the same view,
though a few of them were still ready to vote
for anything in preference to further offensives
in France.
It is important to note that the first proposal
from Paris did not concern Salonika; the sug-
gestion was that four French Divisions under
Sarrail should support the Gallippli expedition
by making a landing on the Asiatic shore of
the Dardanelles. As the French had been
totally opposed to the Gallipoli expedition the
sudden change of policy was surprising and
significant It confirms the conjecture that a
command of some kind had to be found for
Sarrail. The proposal was checked by Joffre,
who was engaged with his autumn offensive
and wanted every man for it; he succeeded in
stipulating that the four Divisions should not
leave France till after the battles of Loos and
Champagne.
Then came the invasion of Serbia. Paris
suddenly lost all interest in the Dardanelles and
switched on to Salonika. This still further
supports the conjecture that the original aim
was to find a command for Sarrail and that the
actual destination of the expedition was a
secondary matter. But if the decision was
made in Paris on political grounds, it could, of